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Abstrak

Penelitian ini berjudul "Analisis Katniss Everdeen sebagai Karakter Utama dalam
novel The Hunger Games: Catching Fire oleh Suzanne Collins". Tujuan utama dari
penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui unsur-unsur intrinsik (Alur, Tokoh, Latar, Tema,
Sudut pandang dan Gaya Penulisan), untuk mengetahui unsur-unsur ekstrinsik yang
mempengaruhi karya sastra (fisiologis, psikologis dan sosiologis), dan menganalisis
metode yang digunakan dalam menyajikan karakter utama dalam novel (dramatis,
diskursif, kontekstual, karakter pada karakter lain dan metode campuran).

Data untuk penelitian ini diambil dari Novel, sedangkan metode dan teknik
pengumpulan data adalah dengan metode dokumentasi dan didukung dengan teknik
pencatatan. Teori yang digunakan dalam menganalisis novel ini diambil dari Cara
Menganalisa Fiksi (1966) oleh William Kenney, Teori Sastra oleh Rene Wellek dan
Warren (1955), dan beberapa teori pendukung tentang sastra juga digunakan untuk
mendukung analisis ini.

Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa terdapat: (i) unsur-unsur intrinsik (alur,
latar, tema, sudut pandang dan gaya penulisan) yang terjadi dalam novel, (ii) unsur-
unsur ekstrinsik (aspek psikologis, sosiologis dan fisiologis) seperti bagaimana aspek
dipengaruhi oleh karakter utama, dan (iii) metode yang digunakan oleh penulis dalam
menjelaskan tokoh utama dalam novel ini adalah metode yang dramatis dan kontekstual.

Kata kunci: karakter utama, unsur intrinsik, unsur ekstrinsik.
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1. Background

Literature as one aspect of language appreciations is used as a media to

explore the language to be more aesthetic and meaningful. It is quite another way

to express the world around it through our imagination. Literary work can be

classified into two classes, fiction and nonfiction. This writing is concerned was to

the prose fiction, in this case a novel. Fiction is a type of literature that describes

imaginary people and events, not real things as in a non fiction.

Character is revealed by his or her thoughts and expression, attitudes and

interest, and actions. Characters express the author's thought to readers of the

story, and it is fictitious creations and thus the dramatist and the novelist may be

both judged with regard to their ability in the art of characterization. Therefore,

without interesting characters the novel loses its emotional impact

(Sheppard:2005). While characterization is the means by which a character is

exposed.

It is interesting to discuss the analysis of the character, especially the main

character, because literature has high values in which expression of thought and

feelings toward life are found. The type of literary work analyzed in this study is a

novel entitled The Hunger Games : Catching Fire. The story of this novel is very

interesting which could build up the emotions and feelings of the readers. Hunger

Games: Catching Fire is science fiction novel, the second book in The Hunger

Games trilogy by Suzanne Collins.

2. Problem of the Study

Based on the background above there are three problems of interest to be

discussed such as follows:

1. What are the intrinsic elements of the novel The Hunger Games : Catching

Fire by Suzanne Collins ?

2. What are the physiological, sociological and psychological aspects of the

main character in the novel The Hunger Games : Catching Fire by Suzanne

Collins ?

3. How is the main character in Suzanne Collins’s novel The Hunger Games :
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Catching Fire presented ?

3. Aim of Study

In relation to the problems above the aims of the study are :

1. To find out the intrinsic elements of the novel The Hunger Games :

Catching Fire.

2. To find out the physiological, sociological and psychological aspects of the

main character in the novel The Hunger Games : Catching Fire by

Suzanne Collins.

3. To analyze how the main character in Suzanne Collins’s novel, The Hunger

Games : Catching Fire is presented.

4. Research Method

The data used in this writing were taken from the science fiction novel written

by American writer Suzanne Collins entitled The Hunger Games : Catching Fire.

The book was first published on September 1st, 2009 in United States.

In this study the data were collected through documentation method

supported by note taking technique. At first, the novel was carefully read in order

to obtain the general overview of the story, and the next step was to find the

sentence containing the information about the main character after that, those data

were selected in order to find the important things.

The data were analyzed using the theory How to Analyze Fiction proposed

by William Kenney (1966). The supporting theory is the theory proposed by Rene

Wellek and Warren (1955) in their book Theory of Literature. And some

supporting theories concerning literature are also used to support this analysis.
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5. Analysis

The Main Character

According to Nurgiyantoro (1995: 176-177), the main character is

categorized as the most important one and appears continually it seems to

dominate almost the whole of the story.

Katniss Everdeen is the main character and protagonist of the novel and its

narrator. She is strong, resourceful, seventeen year old who is far more mature

than her age. Katniss is the main provider in her family, which consists of Katniss,

her mother, and her younger sister, Prim. Katniss is fiercely protective of her

younger sister, and she volunteers to take Prim’s place in the Hunger Games to

protect her.

The Analysis of The Intrinsic Elements of the Novel

a. Plot

Plot of the story keep us turning the page to read and find out what is going to

happen next. The structure of the plot can be represented in terms of beginning,

middle, and end (Kenney, 1966:17).

Not only are we in the districts forced to remember the iron grip of

the Capitol's power each year, we are forced to celebrate it. And

this year, I am one of the stars of the show. I will have to travel

from district to district, to stand before the cheering crowds who

secretly loathe me, to look down into the faces of the families

whose children I have killed. (1.3)

Catching Fire started by Katniss and Peeta tour from district to district. The

first stop on the Victory Tour is District 11, the home of Katniss's deceased friend

and ally in the Hunger Games, Rue.

b. Setting

Setting is a place where and the time when the story takes place. Setting is the

environment especially domestic interiors, which may be viewed as metonymic or

metaphoric, expression of characters. (Wellek and Warren, 1955:229). Catching
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Fire has scenes in a lot of different places, but two zones really stand out as

important for the characters and the book: District 12 and the Quarter Quell arena.

c. Theme

Theme is the meaning of the story. According to Kenney (1966:89), morality is

one of the simplex kinds of theme, while not all themes are relate to morality .

The main themes of Catching Fire include survival, and the conflict

between interdependence and independence. Katniss and Peeta are definitely

interdependent. They are both helping each other to survive.

d. Point of View

The novel is written in the first person point of view. The main character,

Katniss Everdeen, is the narrator. Katniss tells her story through her own thoughts

and actions, as well as through conversations and actions of others. The point of

view of this novel is an intimate one that keeps the reader close to the main

character and refuses to allow insight into the minds of other characters, therefore

allowing the reader to see and understand only what Katniss sees and understands.

e. Style

Suzanne Collins keeps the reader guessing with unpredictable twists and turns

as the story progresses. Telling the story of a young girl in an arena where she is

to kill to survive, the novel is full of action and excitement. One aspect of the

novel that makes it a good novel is the suspense. Even after the last page, the

reader is left guessing what will happen next. Another element is the style that

makes the novel easy to read.

Analysis of Extrinsic Elements of The Novel

a. Physiological Aspect

According to Sukada (1987:65), physiology is another basic structure of

character with physiological dimensions, which is observed through sex, age,
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physical appearance such as: shape of body, whether or not a person is beautiful

or handsome, color of skin and hair.

I say grateful that I can show I haven’t totally taken them for
granted. [...] Since I’ve been home, all I’ve done is stick it in its
usual old braid down my back. (3.27)

Katniss (17th) is described as having straight black hair, olive skin, and grey

eyes, which are typical characteristics of the Seam; the poorest area of District 12.

Katniss normally wears her hair in a long braid down her back. She is thin and not

very tall, but is strong for hunting to feed her family in the woods outside of

District 12.

b. Psychological Aspect

The author  has described Katniss as being an independent strong survivalist,

lethal, but good at thinking outside the box. Katniss' past hardships  have made

her a survivor, and she will endure hardship and hard work to preserve her own

life and the life of her family.

c. Sociological Aspect

Sociological dimension is based on the social background such as social

activity where the characters live, in which there is a social system consist of the

system family, polities, economics, belief, education, and nationality (Lajos Egri,

1987:135). Started with District 12 and her volunteering for her younger sister,

Prim. Katniss Everdeen became a symbol of hope or a person to look up to among

other workers.

Method Used in Presenting The Main Character

In presenting character, the method that used by the writer is an important

part in the story especially in the novel. In writing a literary work, the author must

choose not only what kind character he will present, but also by what methods

will be used to he present the main character. In analyzing the main character in

this novel, the author used Dramatic Method and Contextual Method.
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6. Conclusion

From the previous disscusion, it can be concluded that : The intrinsic

element occuring in the novel is plot which includes ( beginning, middle, end), the

setting, that is Nation of Panem-District 12, and the Quarter Quell arena. The

point of view in the novel is Katniss Everdeen as the first person is point of view.

The main themes of Catching Fire include survival, and the conflict between

interpendence and independence. Style in  the story is the  narrator talks around

the point a lot and describes things in gory detail without coming right out and

saying what she means.

The extrinsic element is how the psychological, sociological and

physiological aspects influence the main character. In terms of the aspect, Katniss

Everdeen as the main character in psychological aspect, is Katniss’ past hardships,

she has made her a survivor, and she will endure hardship and hard work to

preserve her own life and the life of her family. In sociologically, she volunteer

for her sister, Katniss Everdeen has become a symbol of hope or a person to look

up to the other workers. In physiologically aspect, Katniss has straight long black

hair, which she normally pulls back into a long braid, olive skin, gray eyes and

she is seventeen years old.

The author of novel The Hunger Games : Catching Fire, Suzanne Collins,

uses two methods in presenting Katniss Everdeen as the main character. They are

Dramatic Method and Contextual Method. Dramatic Method is the one that is

most frequently used.
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