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Abstract

Before new trends emerge after the COVID pandemic is over, this paper
aims to examine the development of recent research trends in the theories
and methods applied to studies of local communities' behaviours towards
environmental protection in the years 2018-2021. This paper presents a
review of more than one thousand local communities' environmental con-
servation behaviours that was published between 2018 and 2021. The
purpose of this research is to achieve its objective. Following that, content
analysis was performed on the articles that were pertinent. In order to
clarify, categorize, and interpret the current research on rural tourism def-
initions and applications, a classification scheme and an extensive litera-
ture review have been presented in this article. Both of these elements are
presented in this paper. A total of 38 academic papers from 25 different
journals published between the years 2018 and 2021 are included in this
review's classification scheme. These papers are organized according to
their use of one of five primary keywords: local, community, environ-
mental, conservation, or behaviour. The fact that the articles under con-
sideration in this research were only found in the Scopus database repre-
sents a potential limitation of the bibliometric mapping. This research
contributes to the existing body of knowledge by conducting a biblio-
metric review of studies that have already investigated locals' perspec-
tives on tourism, and this review adds to the tourism literature by analyz-
ing the growing trend of looking at how different communities' actions
affect environmental protection. Future research on these trends can be
guided by identifying where the gaps in knowledge currently exist.

Keywords: bibliometric; publications; review; local communities;
environmental conservation behaviour.

INTRODUCTION

Background

2021; Paramati et al., 2017; Lee and
Chang, 2008). Directly, this is a visualisa-
tion of a network containing one thousand

Because of its wide-ranging direct studies on tourism that have been pub-

and indirect effects on economies, tourism  lished in the last three years using the key-
is currently one of the most studied topics ~ Word tourism.
in economics literature (Shahbaz et al.,
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Figure 1. Network visualization on 1000 tourism studies in 2018-2021 with tourism as
keyword

It can be seen that published re- Specifically, the search for keywords: tour-
search is quite inclined towards destination ist, local people, local community, host,
and behavior. There are lots type of tour- and tourism network visualization, here is
ism destination, and one that supports sus-  the following results:
tainability is rural tourism destination.
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Figure 2. Network visualization on 1000 tourism studies in 2018-2021 with tourist, lo-
cal people, local community, host, and tourism as keywords

The foregoing findings show that to 2021 alone there were more than 1.000
publishing research examples in support of  academic articles of tourism and environ-
responsible tourism is widely praticed, up ment. Increased focus on sustainable

http://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/eot 242 e-ISSN 2407-392X. p-ISSN 2541-0857


http://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/eot

E-Journal of Tourism VVol.10. No.2. (2023): 241-250

tourism in the academic and business com-
munities is a response to growing concerns
about overtourism, environmental degra-
dation, and the provision of unimaginative
tourism products and temporary, inade-
quate services (Ming, et al., 2018). As a re-
sult, study on the advancement of contem-
porary research on environmental behavior
in rural tourism locations will be relevant.
And due to tourism involves a variety of
stakeholders, including host communities,
tourists, government, NGOs, Community
Colleges, Universities, and the tourism in-
dustry (Weaver & Weaver, 2014), this
study will concentrate on one of the most
directly involved, namely the host commu-
nities. To further explore the connection
between local community behaviour and
environmental conservation, the article
will also discuss previous research and lit-
erature on the topic.

Sustainability

According to Nguyen and Wells
(2017), sustainability can be defined as a
concept of development that meets the
needs of the present without jeopardising
the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs. Sustainable tourism
should maintain a consistent level of tourist
satisfaction and provide a meaningful ex-
perience for visitors. This can be accom-
plished by increasing visitors' awareness of
issues related to sustainability and encour-
aging them to participate in sustainable
tourism efforts, particularly in the tourism
industry. Any tourism development project
that is not sustainable, that is, if it does not
maintain fairness across all of its dimen-
sions (social, economic, and environmen-
tal), should not be planned (Lopez-Sanz et
al., 2021). (Lopez-Sanz et al., 2021). As
envisioned by Sustainable Development
Goal 17 (SDG17), which is titled "Partner-
ship for the Goals,"” it is only possible to
achieve sustainability in the tourism indus-
try through collaboration, partnerships, and
cooperative efforts (Mabibibi et al. 2021).
Responsible tourism is concerned with the

http://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/eot

effects of tourism on people, the environ-
ment, and communities. Its primary goal is
to improve the living conditions of those
who work in the tourism industry while
also protecting local communities from
harm (Mabibibi et al., 2021). In order to
understand what constitutes sustainable
tourism in rural areas, it is necessary to in-
volve local communities as stakeholders.
This is because the exhaustion of natural
resources can threaten the availability of
other resources vital to the survival of local
communities (Chu & Karr, 2017). For tour-
ism sustainability, the major goal is to de-
velop creative tourism in rural areas
through tourism activities in which tourists
can develop their creative potential
through active participation (Muhamad &
Budiani. 2022). In many rural tourism des-
tinations, sustainability remains fragile and
must be strengthened through a more effec-
tive socioeconomic model (Pickel-Cheva-
lier, et al., 2021).

Rural and Rural Tourism

Rural was defined by the OECD
(1994) using a geographical criterion, sep-
arating the national territory into two lev-
els: regional and local community, and
there is no unambiguous definition of rural
development in economic literature (Ada-
mov et al., 2022). The rural population is
defined by size, usage of land, economic
and cultural activities and specific arrange-
ments (Muresan & Ivan, 2016) and act as
the most dynamic component of the rural
areas and a potentially valuable resource
for rural development, with a key role in
formulating rural development policies
(Muresan et al., 2016). The way people
think about the rural areas has shifted dra-
matically. It used to rely exclusively on ag-
riculture for survival, but it is now increas-
ingly reliant on the service industry
(Lopez-Sanz et al., 2021) such as tourism.
Rural tourism is defined as a type of busi-
ness that takes place in rural areas and has
a variety of scales and character roles, ac-
cording to (Fang, 2020) and is growing at

243 e-1SSN 2407-392X. p-ISSN 2541-0857


http://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/eot

E-Journal of Tourism VVol.10. No.2. (2023): 241-250

a greater rate than other forms of tourism
(Martinez & Blanco, 2013;) as a result of
the dramatic shifts that have taken place in
people's perspectives regarding the rural
environment. In the past, agriculture was
its only source of income, but today, the
service industry is becoming an increas-
ingly significant contributor to its contin-
ued existence.

Host Communities

Priatmoko et al. (2021) asserts that
local communities should be considered
stakeholders in the comprehensive process
of tourism development in village, which
helps to reduce reliance on natural re-
sources. In developing nations, commu-
nity-based tourism emerges as a strategy
for environmental conservation and com-
munity improvement, provided that the lo-
cal group has significant control over tour-
ism activities (Junaid et al., 2021; Gunawi-
jaya & Pratiwi, 2016). Tourism will be per-
ceived more positively by a more informed
and involved local population (Lopes et al,
2019), as local communities' attachment to
tourism development is favorably con-
nected with local communities' impres-
sions of tourism development (Wardana et
al., 2020; Bajrami et al., 2020). (Wardana
et al, 2020) stated community involvement
includes: (1) identifying problems, (2) for-
mulating objectives, (3) managing tourism
businesses, (4) non-governmental organi-
zations supporting rural tourism, (5) coor-
dinating the administration of local re-
sources and constructing essential infra-
structure for rural tourism, and (6) having
principles to ensure that development strat-
egies do not deviate. Three primary rea-
sons for communities’ opposition, accord-
ing to Fang (2013), are peasants' tax bur-
den, rural land expropriation, and urban re-
location. Meanwhile, in rural regions, land
issues such as expropriation and house
demolition have steadily become the most
important issues (Yu, 2005). Supporting it,
Kusumawardhani (2022) carried out a
comprehensive literature review with the

purpose of describing the leadership style
http://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/eot

in rural tourism that is required and has
been widely adopted to assist and support
the community in locating a successful
leadership style in the process of develop-
ing rural tourism.

Studies on factors of local communities’
behaviors to environmental protection
A study found that there were signif-
icant differences between individuals with
high and low degrees of connectedness to
nature in terms of their pro-environmental
behaviour, level of life satisfaction, beliefs
about environmental behaviour, and
knowledge of circular economies (Solano-
Pinto et al, 2020) but mostly the environ-
mental protection behavior occurs as a re-
sult of the positive impacts that tourism has
on the local communities (Setiawan et al,
2020). One example of where locals were
aware of the importance of keeping the en-
vironment clean and waste-free for envi-
ronmental health and safe is in Langkawi
Island, Malaysia (Shamshiry, et al., 2011)
meanwhile community in Jatiluhur Reser-
voir, Indonesia still requires a great deal of
empowerment (Anwar et al, 2021).

METHODS

A rigorous, open, and applicable
method was utilised to compile the re-
search on environmental behaviour in local
communities that is contained in the hospi-
tality and tourism literature. This was ac-
complished through the use of a biblio-
metric mapping. In order to integrate the
hospitality and tourism literature on the en-
vironmental behaviour of local communi-
ties in a method that is rigorous, transpar-
ent, and reproducible, a bibliometric anal-
ysis has been conducted (Donthu et al.,
2021). This strategy, which revolves
around conducting keyword searches of
the relevant literature in Scopus databases,
is useful for identifying trends, identifying
knowledge gaps, and developing theories
(Becheikh et al., 2006). Only journals with
published articles were searched, and a
large number of keywords were used
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because previous publications showed a
wide variety of terms for and approaches to
studying the environmental behaviour of
rural communities. The terms "local,"
"community,” "environmental,” "conser-
vation," and "behaviour" were used to con-
duct a search of databases. The scope of the
search included only works published be-
tween 2002 and 2021. Two hundred appro-
priate publications were located during the

search for the mapping; however, only 38
articles met the screening criteria for in-
depth analysis based on study location,
perspective of analysis, methodology,
depth of analysis, and specific themes ad-
dressed. Thorpe et al. (2005) note that us-
ing such a wide variety of criteria makes it
possible to explicitly and rigorously clas-
sify the content of the papers into various
thematic groups.

Define field of study

1>

Define search
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Mining of bibliometric data

Define and execute Review and save Export d t
search criteria results Lot e g
"""""""""""""""""" LT
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publications areas
Authors Institutions Journals Countries

Citations
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| | institutions and cited articles selected analysis overview interactions
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Figure 3. Methodological steps for outlining the current research landscape and point-
ing out future directions in the field (Source: Jose et al., 2019)
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Results and discussions of outlining the current research landscape and pointing out
future directions in the field

&E VOSviewer

Figure 4. Density Visualization of authors, countries, institutions, articles, and key-
words

Provides an analytical description of ~ focus is on on local communities’ environ-
the publications that have been reviewed mental behavior; the study's locationisin a
based on the following criteria: principal  rural area; and the analysis' perspective.
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Figure 5. Publication Trend per Year
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Table 1. Articles' Availability in Various Publications Based on the Journal

Journal No of articles (%)
Journal of Sustainable Tourism 2 5,26
Human Ecology 1 2,63
Mountain Research and Development 2 5,26
Society and Natural Resources 1 2,63
Appetite 1 2,63
Journal of Hospitality Marketing and Management 1 2,63
Forest Policy and Economics 1 2,63
Tourism Management 1 2,63
Development Southern Africa 1 2,63
Environmental Conservation 3 7,89
Landscape and Urban Planning 1 2,63
Diversity and Distributions 1 2,63
Natural Resources Forum 1 2,63
Journal of Ecotourism 1 2,63
Journal of Environmental Management 2 5,26
Journal of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism 1 2,63
Conservation Biology 5 13,16
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society B: Bio-
logical Sciences 1 2,63
Biological Conservation 1 2,63
Sustainability (Switzerland) 2 5,26
Anais da Academia Brasileira de Ciencias 1 2,63
Environmental Management 4 10,53
Biodiversity and Conservation 1 2,63
Marine Policy 1 2,63
PLoS ONE 1 2,63
CONCLUSION throughout the years 2018-2021, from two

In this study, literature related to lo-
cal communities’ environmental conserva-
tion behaviour was bibliometrically re-
viewed, and after outlining the current re-
search landscape, pointing out future direc-
tions in the field, and filtering the research
location specifically to a rural tourism des-
tination, 38 articles were processed as a re-
sult of the erratic flow of publications

http://ojs.unud.ac.id/index.php/eot
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hundred appropriate publications that were
located during the search for the biblio-
metric mapping. The publication, which is
based on its journal, is extremely diverse
and is not concentrated on a single journal,
furthermore, its distribution does not over-
lap.

However, this review offers tourism
researchers a glimpse into the nature and
structure of studies that are currently being
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conducted on locals' attitudes towards tour-
ism. This study contributes to the body of
knowledge by providing an overview of
the current status of research on residents'
attitudes towards tourism. This overview
paves the way for future scholarly investi-
gation by pointing in the right direction for
further investigation. The distribution of
publications that were found in earlier re-
views of articles on the attitudes of locals
towards tourism is yet another contribution
that this review makes. The application of
geographical context could be considered a
suggestion for future research in order to
produce more comprehensive reviews.
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