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South America  

Culture Subsitence Settlement Pattern Technology Sociopolitical System 
 

Religion 

Andean 

Intensive 
agricultural 
Irigation 
Fertilization 

Cities to 100.000 
population  

Full occupational 
specialization  

King 
Hierarchy of officials 
Social classes 

Hierarchy of gods 
Hierarchy of priests 
Temples and idols  
Public ceremonies 

Circum- 
Caribbean 

Improved 
agricultural 
Seafood 

Towns up to  3 000 
population 

Division of labor 
by occupation  

Chieps 
Social stratification 

Shaman or chief acts 
as priests 
Tempel and idols 
Offerings 

Tropical 
Forest 

Slash-and-
burn 
agriculture 
Haunting 
Fishing 
Gathering  

Villages of  50 -1 
000 population 

Divison of labor by 
sex and age 
   

Headman  
No difference in rank 

Bush spirits1 
Shaman, mainly for 
curing 

Marginal 
Hunting 
Fishing 
Gathering  

Nomadic single or 
multifamily bands 

Divison of labor by 
sex and age 
 

Headman  
No difference in rank 

Bush spirits 
 

Europe 

Danubian 
VII 
and VIII 

Improved 
agriculture 
Iron plow 
Fertilization 
Fallow 

Fortified cities 
covering 12 acres 
or more 

Full occupational 
specialization  

Kings and lesser 
chiefs  
Social classes 

Shrines 

Danubian 
VI 
 

Improved 
agriculture 
Crop and fallow 
Wooden (?) 
plow 
Bronze ax and 
harvesting tools 

Villages of about 
38 houses 

Division of labor 
by accupation   

Chiefs with local 
authority 
Differences in rank  

Ritual object and 
charms  

Danubian I 

Slash-and-
burn 
agriculture 
Domestic pigs 
and cattle 

Hamlets of 13 – 26 
houses 
 

Division of labor 
by sex and age 

No evidence of 
difference in rank 

Female figurines 

Paleolithic 
Hunting  
Fishing 
Gathering 

Nomadic bands Division of labor 
by sex and age  

No evidence of 
difference in rank 
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